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Tke Visit

Queen Saw's periodic visits to the place of her
birth gave the villagers much pleasure. Her
generosity to them had been wide and judi-
cious. The village was now provided at her
expense with fine brick wells, roofed over with wooden
kiosks, and with cement platforms for bathing. A
reservoir supplied the cattle with water in the dry
season. The pagoda had been embellished, the wooden
monastery recarved in so imaginative a fashion that it
seemed to shimmer in the air like a fairy-tale. More-
over, no taxes were levied; the place was a little
paradise.

On her arrival at the gateway in the bamboo stock-
ade she was met by all the notabilities who, though
they prostrated themselves in the dust of the roadway
to the detriment of their clothes, were quite at their
ease, smiling and uttering words of greeting.
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